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News Release 

 R. Alan Rice Receives UMRA Honorary Life Membership  at Lake 
Junaluska 

R. Alan Rice 

Rev. Dr. Alan Rice was awarded the honorary life membership award at the Western 
NC Conference United Methodist Rural Advocates banquet at Lake Junaluska on June 
18.  The highest honor that one can receive as a member of the United Methodist 
Rural Advocates (UMRA)  is the honorary life membership  award.    As the brochure 
about the award says, it is “reserved for carefully selected lay and clergy persons, 
who, over an extended period of time, have invested themselves nationally or 
regionally in contributing to the life of the Church’s concern for mission and ministry 
in town and rural places.”      This national honor has gone to a number of persons 
from  the Western NC Conference including Claude Young, Gladys  Campbell, Alec 
Alvord, Hubert Clinard, and the late John Christy.   The award was presented by Rev. 
Randy Wall, a member of the national UMRA executive committee and Mollie Stewart, 
national UMRA treasurer.   

Rev. Dr. Rice is the great grandson of  a sharecropper and exhorter from the 
mountains of Madison County.  His love for rural ministries began as he watched his 
great grandfather working the land and drawing others to Christ.  He  has shared his 
passion and vision for rural communities as a member of UMRA for over twenty years. 

Alan is the founding member and current Executive Director of RFD Community 
Development Corporation  (CDC) a faith based “catalyst for things hoped for” by 
churches, communities, and institutional ministries  (www.rfdcdc.org). This faith-
based entity was formed in January 2007 at the request of the Bishop and the Western 
North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.  He  serves as a 
consultant, developer, and presenter for churches, districts, ministries, not for profit 
entities, and government units in North Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Texas, Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Michigan.  The largest 
development project currently is  the Gulfside Assembly and Sea Song Senior Living, a 
multi-million dollar project in Mississippi.   

RFD CDC has three other divisions dedicated to meeting community needs, especially 
in rural areas:  ConstruX – a construction division dedicated to cost-effective 
construction for churches and non-profits; GraceWorks – dedicated to relationship-
based initiatives designed to eliminate poverty and ensure all persons have adequate 
and sustainable resources; and greENdeavors supports environmental nurture in 
agriculture and energy that produces food and energy to sustain the earth and its 
inhabitants.  

For seven years prior to becoming Executive Director of RFD CDC, Alan Rice   was the 
District Superintendent (DS) for 99 churches with 15,000 members in eight rural 
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Appalachian counties.   During that term, he  founded and was Executive Director for 
Nurture Appalachia CDC that developed and built a 100-unit Independent living center 
and two 6-unit homes for the developmentally delayed.  A certificate of need for a 
60-bed assisted living center was obtained as well.  He was a seven-year board 
member of the Arbor Acres UMC Continuing Care Retirement Center  (CCRC) from 
2000-2007. 

Immediately prior to becoming a DS,  Rev. Dr. Rice  was the Senior Pastor at Tyro UMC.  
During his eight-year tenure, the rural church grew to 500 in worship attendance, 
1,000 members, and was recognized for seven consecutive years as a WNC Conference 
Church of Excellence.  At Tyro, he  founded and was Executive Director of Davidson-
West CDC which eventually built a subsidized senior living apartments and senior 
center, a five star daycare, raised funds for a library, instigated sewer services, and 
brought a major grocer to the area.  During his 30-year career as a UM minister, he  
was the founding pastor of Christ UM Church in the Asheville District and founded two 
local daycare centers there.  He is a Harry Denman Award recipient and a multi-term 
Board Member of the NC Rural Center. 

Before entering ministry, Alan Rice  was an executive in a multi-million dollar general 
contracting firm.  As a general contractor he built a 64-unit complex for a continuing 
care retirement community (CCRC) in 1976, an assisted living center for the Baptist in 
the 1978, and the central core at the Givens Estate United Methodist CCRC in 1981.  
In 1975 he became a licensed NC Real Estate Broker and the founding president, and 
partner of a land development company, Ballantree Properties, Inc. and in 1977, Rice, 
Padgett & Talbert, a development firm specializing in medical property.  

His undergraduate degree is from NC State in Civil Engineering with a minor in 
Construction.  He has a Master of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary, a 
Theology Masters Degree from Duke Divinity and Doctor of Ministry from Asbury 
Theological Seminary.   
 
He is married to Dr. Debbie Rice, a Ph.D. social worker who is the Director of RFD 
GraceWorks and faculty member at Walden University. He is father to  Sean, an only 
child who is a fourth generation general contractor who is the Director of RFD 
ConstruX. 

To receive this recognition,  supporters must raise a minimum of $1000.     A grand 
total of over $2000 was raised with gifts from 8  different states that Alan Rice might 
receive this award. 

United Methodist Rural Advocates (UMRA) was founded in 1940 and was known as 
United Methodist Rural Advocates till 2013.  It works as an advocate within the United 
Methodist Church for rural communities and rural United Methodist Churches.      
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Randy L.  Wall, author 


