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WE ARE ...

THE UNITED
METHODIST
RURAL
ADVOCATES

You would not ignore a
community more than seven
times larger than New York
City. Yet the rural population
in the United States, with over
60 million people, is often
overlooked because they are
not all living in the same area.

Whether your church is urban
or rural church, large or small,
the UMRA invites you to join
our association of clergy and
laity in reaching out to meet
the needs of people from rural
communities, their churches
and their pastors.

We provide advocacy at
General Conference and
Annual Conferences to
affect rule changes that
enable churches to better
minister in their
communities, provide
educational opportunities
for the leaders of rural
churches to better serve
their church bodies, and
support church leaders in

personal growth and
ministry.
For a

printable brochure and cov
er letter, click the links
above.

Officers
2025-2028

Chair - Jodie Flessner
jodieflessner@gmail.com

Glory!

by Alan Rice
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| continue to be amazed at the
timeliness of God’s Word. This
morning’s suggested scripture reading
seemed to almost raise a waving hand,
saying this is for you today and as you
ask what to write for the UMRA
newsletter. See what you think?

> Now may the God of endurance and
comfort give you unity with one
another in accordance with Christ
Jesus, © so that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of
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our Lord Jesus Christ Romans 15:5-6
New English Translation.

| confess | have so struggled to
understand glorify and especially

glory | am a bit embarrassed to confess
that | have a “glory” notes file in Excel
that | been working on since July

2012. | am pleased though to report that
together with Crossfire, the UMC biker
church, we have made some progress.
We have come to understand glory as
holy love aliveness. For instance,
beholding God’s glory is the living
witness of God’s being of holy love.

Amazingly, we are told we are to
possess glory. 14 He called you to this
salvation through our gospel, so that
you may possess the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians

2:14 NET) Even better, being glorified is
the end goal of our new being in Christ.
The finality of faith is that we are not
just in Christ, but are as Christ, no
longer by and in faith, but face to face

. 2 Dear friends, we are God'’s children
now, and what we will be has not yet
been revealed. We know that
whenever it is revealed we will be like
him, because we will see him just as he
is. (1 John 3:2 NET). Putting this
together, we have come to understand
this means we have Jesusness now. It
is new birth Jesusness, maturing
Jesusness and then finally full
Jesusness in Glory.

See if this make sense to you... Understanding glory as holy love
aliveness and possessing glory in Christ means that

this Jesusness is not just our possession, it is our very person. Our
living out Jesusness is the mark of who we are. It is the witness and
the voice of the body of Christ. It is how we in the oneness of
Christ, in unity of our being we together glorify God, shining with

holy love aliveness.
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All of that to is to say, | understand, as individuals, as pastors, as
congregations and as Christian ministry beyond the local church,
we are each and all to be about holy love aliveness — Jesusness.
Enduring, comforting and loving in Christ is our shared voice, our
common vocation and our abundant life of joy together! What a gift
of God to be received, given — celebrated, spoken and shared...
Glory!

Carry-in & Conversation (Part 2)

by Deb Ketcham

Last summer, | shared the first steps my
church took to begin visioning for mission
and ministry. (Aug. 2024 UMRA
Newsletter) After three visioning
sessions (called Carry-in &
Conversation), and interviews with
community leaders and the local bar, the
need for public relations and outreach
was very evident. From the interviews,
the community did not know what the
church did or who attended, although the
church had hosted a well-attended
monthly free dinner for years.

The first public relations event, “‘Touch-a-Truck’ with the local Fire Department,
was a great success. At our booth, the children enjoyed various games and free
prizes. The ice-cold bottled water was a blessing to many. Reflecting, the leaders
decided to add games for the older children this coming August.

The church members had donated so many prizes and candy for the August
event, someone offered to sit on the front steps to pass them out at the community
Trick-or-Treat. | commented some churches have a Trunk-and-Treat. Someone
picked up the idea and ran with it. | received a text that everyone was decorating
their cars, so would | like to order a kit, too. Of 38 church members, we had 16
decorated vehicles and their families in costume! It was a great success. People in
the area still continue to about it!

In December, one of the members and her grandchildren walked in the Christmas
Parade. Plans are beginning to make it a church event next year. In April, a
member shared some wanted to have an Easter Egg Hunt. | commented, “How
will you get them into the church, that’s primary?” The plan shifted the event
inside. A flyer went out to the elementary school. A member rented a brown
bunny suit for pictures with the Easter Bunny. Each child received a bag with filled
eggs and other goodies, they made Easter crafts, heard the Resurrection Eggs
Holy Week story/ Easter toddler book, with breakfast pastries and drinks. They
hoped for a dozen kids, planned for 75, and over 50 people came! It was a great
way to build relationships!

Starting this month, the church begins their big event — The Summer Reading
Club! For 8 weeks, one hour a week, K-5 students are invited to work on
completing their Summer Reading Program for school. The flyers were sent home




via the elementary school. We have been planning for nearly a year. The church is
excited, with plans to expand it, and all their new programs this coming year.
Roundhead UMC, Ohio moved from one outreach activity, to numerous ones, with
other ideas forming. This church of 20+ worshipers have truly been a joy to guide,
equip, and encourage. What ways might your church step out and make a
kingdom difference, by building relationships with your community? Ask God to
open your heart, mind, soul, and eyes to God’s understandings, so you can
discover what God wants you to do and be.

The following article is from one
of the UMRA Emerging
Ministries Scholarship winners -
Buxton, Maine.

Buxton UMC is a small rural church that sits
on four corners in the middle of nowhere. Buxton is a unique town in that
it does not have a town center. It consists of several different
communities including: Chicopee, Groveville, West Buxton, Tory Hill and
Bar Mills. Why? | have no idea. | can tell you that the Chicopee area that
our church is in lies on the farthest outreaches of Buxton. It is an area
that is the poorest section of town and often gets neglected. Folks in
Chicopee often feel overlooked and as "second class citizens." Example
-- recently the fire station in Chicopee was closed down without any vote
from the townspeople. Yet again, Chicopee experienced a loss. It's an
area of town that needed a pick me up. A bright spot to offer a beacon of
hope! We might say | lighthouse! Enter our project idea.

There was a lovely couple who were active in our church for many
years. Their names were Reuben and Marlene Howard. | used to visit
them often as they were older members of our congregation. When |
would visit them, on every visit they would tell me stories of the sweetest
years of their married life together. They were a young married couple
raising their young family together. Reuben was a lighthouse keeper for
the coast guard and they lived at the Tibbets Point lighthouse in St.
Vincent NY. This was in upper NY state at the mouth of the St. Lawrence
Seaway. They had ample room to roam and play, including their own
little private beach. | was told by their children that growing up there was
like living in a playground!

Reuben Howard was the first to pass away and the Howard family gave
memorial funds for a prayer garden to be built. Later, when Marlene
passed away any memorial funds were given to Buxton UMC and we
were asked to find a way to honor her as well. We decided a wonderful
way to honor them both would be to build a playground in the shape of a
lighthouse. So when the fire station closed down in Chicopee and the



community needed a pick me up -- this was wonderful timing for a
community project.

There is quite a history of people using our parking lot to teach their
children to ride a bike. It has also been a place for young mothers to park
and take their babies out in strollers. Since our church sits right at a four
corners intersection, we thought the best place for a playground would
be right on the front lawn at the four corners. There is plenty of parking
and it can be a welcoming place for all to come and use. That is how our
project idea came to be.

At this point in time we were living in a post pandemic world. Like other
churches, attendance was down. Also, during the three years of the
pandemic, the children we had grew up and did not return. We had no
children anymore in our congregation, nor did we have a Sunday
school. We wanted to change that. A community playground would be a
sign to all that we are a family friendly congregation who love and
treasure our children. So we voted to get try to do this project. That was
when | applied for the rural development grant. We also held some
community suppers to raise funds. Our Lenten mission that year was to
support our playground with pledges. When spring came we began.

We had to move the prayer garden, simplifying it to make room for the
playground. Sod was removed. Plans were purchased. Lumber

arrived. Building commenced! Our men's breakfast group took on this
project. Building happened from about May through September. Are we
completely finished yet? Not quite. We need to finish our fence, get more
wood chips in the spring, and we want to add some benches and a picnic
table for families to use. Possibly we will add a basketball hoop in the
parking lot as well for older kids to enjoy. There will also be a free book
give away in the spring.

Building on the playground was at regular times. Monday and
Wednesday evenings as well as Saturday mornings after the men's
breakfast. That once a month breakfast over the course of the summer
turned into a breakfast for the workers on any Saturday morning they
worked! We all had a fantastic, really fun time on the project. It took
many, many hours. Men and women gave a huge amount of time to the
project. But it was almost fully complete by Fall. We held a big
celebration event on a Saturday afternoon. We had balloons, an arts and
crafts table, face painting, carnival games, a Christian magician and
juggler, as well as free food and popcorn. Considering it was a cold
windy Fall day, it was well attended by the community.

Our hope from this project is to make relationships with families in our
community. So many people today find the church a daunting place. This
is an opportunity for us to go out to the playground, introduce ourselves,



talk to people and get to know them. We can build those relationships
and pray that in time, they will be less daunted and feel a part of our
community. Our intent -- to lead them to Christ.

Where are we at right now? Planning this winter for a large community
egg hunt with a Bible lesson for all in the spring, VBS in the summer,
expanding our Fall Halloween Program with a Bible lesson for all. We
have also entertained the idea of a monthly "Pizza night at the
Playground" in which we offer free pizza to families and have folks there
from the church to get to know the people who come, building those
relationships. We hope to possibly hold Sunday school outdoors in the
warm weather months! Many things can happen if we think outside the
box. We are.

Have we seen any results yet? YES! We had no children in our Sunday
school. We had one person's granddaughter and one family interested --
but they didn't want their children to be the only ones in Sunday

school. Well, we went from zero children in Sunday school to 8 children
in Sunday school by January. And that's in the cold weather months
when we haven't been able to be intentional! | can't wait to see what can
happen when we can be intentional in the warmer weather months.

Thank you all for supporting our church by giving us this seed money to
make our wonderful outreach project happen! We appreciate it so
much. God bless you all in the good work you are doing! With love and
gratitude, Pastor Lynn Briggs

To watch a video of the webinar from the scholarship winners,
please click this link. Emerging Ministries Webinar

Passcode:: 3$c9Pc%=

Devotions
by Luke Christy, Spiritual Director

In Luke 5:5 after yet another challenging invitation from Jesus, Simon
Peter responds, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t
caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down the nets.” Peter
offers such an honest and faithful response in this verse. There are
always excuses to stay within ourselves and avoid “letting down the
nets.” As followers of Jesus, however, we are challenged to let down
our guard and fully commit to a relationship.
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Rural communities highly value relationships. This value reflects the
heart of our invitational Lord. How might we “let down our nets” and
fully engage others in our communities? May we continue to hear
Jesus’ invitation and further establish connection through community.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

The national organization, United Methodist Rural Advocates, is pleased to
announce we have a limited number of scholarships to offer for attending
programs or trainings that can enhance rural ministry. An applicant can be
considered for a scholarship of up to the lesser of $400 or one half of
program/event fees, etc. It is through the UMRA IGNITE fundraising
campaign that these scholarships are being offered.

Please contact Treasurer Judy Hill to learn more. Contact information is
listed below.

Judy Hill, Treasurer UMRA
925 Hover Apt 218
Longmont, CO 80501

Email: judyh@plainstel.com

RURAL TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
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CHRISTIAN ONLINE EDUCATION

What is BeADisciple?

BeADisciple.com has provided quality online educational experiences with
roots in Wesleyan theology since 2006. We offer online studies, courses, and
certification programs on a variety of ministry, formation, and leadership
topics. All of our courses offer CEU credits. Our goal is to make rich learning
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experiences accessible to church leaders and laity, no matter their location or
life situation, and to help them grow as disciples in faith and ministry.
Read more on our About page.

Be A Disciple Course Schedule
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for Small Membership
Church Ministries

Vision & Mission

Mission

The Academy’s mission is to Advocate, Celebrate, Teach and Serve small
membership churches as it empowers their ministries to serve their
communities and the world.

Vision

Small membership churches thrive.

Goals and objectives

The Academy does not produce ministers that fit into a singular mold. Each
minister has a different set of gifts, and each church has a different set of
needs. With that in mind, the Academy’s goals are:

o Help lay persons and churches focus on God’s call in their
situation. By the end of the programs lay persons are able to
articulate their call and gifts, and churches are able to claim their
God given mission.

» Help lay persons proclaim the love and hope of Jesus Christ in
their communities. Lay persons and churches are able to share
with their communities in ways they can hear God’'s redeeming
love and grace.

« Develop the foundation for future learning and growth. Lay
persons and churches develop a love to grow in Christ.

SHARE MINISTRY/BEST PRACTICES STORIES WITH US

Are there ministries and outreach programs in your churches that you want
others to know about? We celebrate the truth that rural/town and country
churches are vital and active within their communities and we want to
share that information around the country. Do you have a story of joy or
hope that you would like to have shared here? There are others who could
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greatly benefit from what has worked for you and even what hasn't worked
but that has allowed you to grow. Send stories to Michele Holloway,
Communications Director, at chele101953@gmail.com and your stories

will be published in upcoming editions of this eNewsletter.

This newsletter is published every other month: February, April, June, August,
October, and December. Please send all submissions to the above email address
no later than the 25th of the month prior to publication.

UMRA MEMBERSHIP

Memberships are available in the following categories:
Limited Income (What you can afford.)

Student $10.00

Basic One-Year $35.00

Church One-Year $50.00

Sustaining Membership $25.00/month

Advocacy Membership One-Year $250.00

Membership Letter and Form - click here

Two Easy Steps to Membership

1. Please fill out membership form:

United Methodist Rural Advocates Membership

2. Pay Membership Dues through PayPal

For more information or membership, contact:

Email: smgrig51@yahoo.com

Sue Grace - Membership Secretary

2755 Independence Ct,

Grove City, OH 43123

740-707-2901

UMRA membership provides not only voice and vote in the organization, but also includes a
subscription to the UMRA E NEWSLETTER.

Find us on

Facebook

United Methodist
Rural Advocates
Click links to the right to find us.
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