United Methodist Rural Advocates 2026
Legislation Consultation

for Lay and Clergy Prepare to Advocate for Rural, Town, County, and Small Churches

held in Columbus, Ohio

October 13, 2026 — October 16, 2026

The mission of the United Methodist Rural Advocates (UMRA)

is to advocate for the work of Jesus Christ in rural communities. We covenant to work within a
collaborative and ‘Big Tent” model, focusing on the vitality of rural, town & country, and smaller
churches.

The UMRA predecessor organization, the UM Rural Fellowship, was born at a General
Conference in the 1940’s, as a group of rural pastors and lay delegates realized the people and
their congregations, they represented, were not present in the discussions of the top legislative
body of the denomination. They gathered together to share their concerns of rural churches
before the leadership of the United Methodist Church.

After decades, our name changed to UM Rural Advocates in 2013 to reflect the fact that we are
more than a fellowship; we are Advocates. We invite you to join us in our work!



It’s estimated there are over 60 million people living in rural areas.

No state or national leader would ignore a community of 60+ million. It’s more than 8 times
larger than New York City. These 60+ million rural people are often overlooked because they do
not all live in the same community/state.

Vital and vibrant churches are key as we seek to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world”. The UMC is connected in a wonderful way to strengthen and
resource the local church in achieving this mission. But sometimes our systems and structures
get in the way; or could be organized to better serve our ministry.

Please join me and other United Methodists in Columbus this October as we seek to live into
Christ’s gift of Church for this time and this place.

Blessings, Jodie Flessner, UMRA Chair

Today, the majority of churches in the rural areas are small membership churches. The
communities these churches represent, and the pastors who have chosen to follow God’s call to
minister, have many shared needs. The UM Rural Advocates (UMRA) provide advocacy,
education, and support.

Our Legislation efforts found in the Book of Discipline
We worked diligently for these and numerous others:

NOW format of church leadership
— Nurture, Outreach, & Witness

Creation of Certified Lay Ministers

Voting privileges for Local Pastors
UMRA advocates for denominational polity changes that help pastors, laity, and churches in
rural, town and country areas more effectively minister to their communities.

Your input is important and valued. You can help make changes, through legislation, which
can help small membership, rural, and town & country churches become more vital and
transformational!

Join us at our Legislative Consultation!



UMRA LEGISLATIVE CONSULATION

WHO: Lay & Clergy committed to rural, town & country, and small churches

WHAT: for legislation and advocacy for General Conference 2028

WHEN: Tues. October 13, 2026, 2 p.m. through Fri. October 16, ending at noon

WHERE: Columbus, Ohio — staying in the Marriott Airport, meetings & meals in an area church

WHY: for the work of Jesus Christ in small, rural and town & country places

During our time together, we will:

*Discuss and develop Legislation for General Conference 2028 that will enhance ministry in the
rural, town & country, and small churches.

*Work to eliminate the stumbling blocks that diminish the vitality in our smaller churches.
*Introduce, affirm, and encourage small church partnerships and cooperative parish ministry.
*Opportunities to network with others.
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